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HEADLINE: Guantanamo Suicide Attempts Rise to 31 

DATELINE: WASHINGTON 

BODY: 

Another terrorism suspect at Ihe Pentagon's prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has tried to Jdll himself, the second 
such attempt in as many weeks. 

This week's suicide attempt was the 31st since the high-security prison opened in January 2002, Pentagon 
spokeswoman Lt, Cmdr. Barbara Buxfeind said Wednesday. She said the suicide attempt happened in the last few days 
but could not be more specific. 

Twenty prisoners have tried to kill themselves, some more than once. None have so far succeeded. 

Most attempts occurred this year, which officials and critics alike have attributed to the effects of indefmite 
detentions on prisoner morale. Some of the prisoners have been held for more than a 18 months without charges, access 
to lawyers or indications of whether or when they n:iay be fi:ecd. 

U.S. authorities are holding some 660 prisoners from 42 countries at Guantanamo on suspicion of hnks to the al- 
Qaida terrorist network or Afghanistan's fallen Taliban regime. 

President Bush has named six prisoners who could be tried before military tribunals. The next step is for a chief 
prosecutor to draft charges against them. 
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89 prisoners resume hunger strike at Guantanamo 

Detainees say US mitUary broke July pact 

Chadie Savage 
Boston Gfobe Staff 
August 26, 2005 

WASHINGTON — New tensions between Guantanamo Bay detainees and the US military have prompted 
89 prisoners to resume a hunger strike that so far has left seven hospitafized, a spokesman for the military 
operation confirmed yesterday. 

The prisoners, protesting their living conditions and their continued detention without trials, had 
undertaken a widespread hunger strike that ended in July, Word that the hunger strike had resumed was 
disclosed yesterday by Clive Stafford Smith, a British human rights lawyer who returned from visiting 
clients at the base a week ago. 

Smith warned that many detainees have grown so desperate that they intend to starve themselves to 
death in an effort to create a public relations disaster for the US military. No detainee has died at the 
prison since it opened in January 2002, but. In the view of lawyers who have talked to clients, there have 
heon signs of extreme frustration this summer. 

According to Smith's newly declassified notes, his client Sinyam Mohammed, a British refugee from 
Ethiopia, told him on Aug. 1 1 that many among the prison population had decided to resume their hunger 
strike. The decision was sparked b^ rumors of a violent interrogation session and two rough extractions of 
detainees from their cells, as well as a new incident of alleged desecration of a copy of the Koran, 1he 
Muslim holy book. 

The detainees viewed the rumors as a violation of an agreement struck at the end of JuJy to bring an end 
to the hunger strike. Smith saki. Meeting with detainee representatives, the military had promised a series 
of improvements to living conditions if ihey would start eating again. 

'They have betrayed our trust," Smith*s declassified notes quote Mohammed as saying. "Therefore the 

strike must hQgin again. Some ]:)a}/e already begun I do not plan to stop until ! either ^\g or we are 

respected. People wiil definitely fSleJ* 

Army Colonel Brad Blackner, a spokesman for the prison operation, confirmed yesterday that "detainees 
began fasting to protest their continued detention** on Aug. 8. He said the military views this as a 
continuation of the July hunger strike, not a new one. 

"We are monitoring some detainees who have missed at least nine meals over a 72-hour period, which 
we define as a hunger strike," Biackner saki. 

Smith was the last attorney to return from Guantanamo because the military did not allow any detainee 
representatives to visit the base last week. He represents several dozen detainees, but only his notes of 
his conversation with Mohammed have been partially dedasslHed, 'This is all that is unclassified for now, 
but you can imagine that there is much more," he iaid, "This is very urgent, as you can infer from the 
statement that if they slopped eating on Aug, 1 1 or so, this means that some of them could be getting In 
serious physical problems by the next week or so.*" 

But Biackner said that the prison had dealt with UmgGT strikes regularly since the start, Bn6 that medical 
staff were closely monitoring the fasting detainees. Camp policy Is to force-feed any detainee '*to avert 
death from fasting ar}<^ from dehydration,** he said. 

Smithes report of the resumption of the hunger strike was made as the military has declassified the notes 
of other lawyers who visited the base In the last month, clearing them to disclose what their clients told 
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them about what has been happening this summer. 

Several lawyers satd their ciients reported that about 200 of the 500 prisoners parttcipsted in the July 
hunger strike, resulting in several dozen hospitaUzations requiring ffitravenous fluids. The mllHary sasd the 
number was closer lo 100. i^any detainees started to eat again around July 28, after the military promised 
to make concessions that allegedly varied from speciHc improvements to their living conditions to 

assurances Ihey would receive trials. 

Detainees were allegedly promised better access lo books and that they would receive bottled drinking 
water with each meat, instead of having to drink what they considered unpalatable water out of the sinks in 
their cells. The military said last week it was seeking to expand the size of its library. Several attorneys 
said the military ha6 started supplying bottled water In early August, 

Jonathan Hafetz, who visited the base in late July to meet with a Qatari client, saki his newly declassif^d 
notes indicate that the prisoners were primarily interested in improving their physical and religious 
condilions- 

"He attributed the strike to the bad water and ih^ iacK of respect for Islam," he said. "For example, guards 
laughed at prisoners when they are praying Br\6 disrespect the Koran when they go into a cell to [restrain] 
a prisoner." 

Joshua Colangelo-Bryan, who visited his six Bahrain! clients in late July and eariy August, said things did 
improve after the agreement. In a cetlblock where at least one of his clients is housed, he said, the military 
began iumhg off loud industrial fans during the calls^to-prayer, 

"it was also said that infernallonal law would be recognized at Guanlanamo, whatever that means," 
Colangelo-Bryan said. "It seems there was a probaticwiary period . _ and if things did not change within 
that time, Ihen a hunger strike of more severe proportions coutd be undertaken.** 

By the ^n6 of the first week of August, there was rising discontent among detainees who believed that 
they had been misled m order to get them to start eating again, lawyer David Hemes said his Yemeni . 
clients told him during the first week of August that detainees were starting to doubt the promises that had 
been made in order to get them to relent, 

"There is a sense that the govemment tricked them into ending their hmgor strike by promising them the 
moon because the govemment couldn^t tolerate a situation in whfch detainees were placing themselves at 
risk of death or serious Injury as a result of being on the hunger strike,'' Remes satd. 
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Hunger strike at Guantanamo grows 

Eighteen detainees being force-fed; 128 now refusing to eat 

From Mike Mount 
CNN 

Tuesday, September 13. 2005; Posted: t0:27 p.m. HOT (02:27 GMT) 



WASHINGTON (CNN) - The 
number of Guantanamo Bay 
detainees taking part in a hunger 
strike has swelled to about a 
quarter of the prison population 
over the past month, according to 
Pentagon officials. 

Since August 3, the number of detainees 
refusing food has slowly Increased from 

several dozen to 128, according to the 
Pentagon, 

Eighteen prisoners are in medical facilities 
forcibly receiving nutrition intravenously or 
through nasai tubes, Pentagon ofUdals 
said. 

Ljast month officials said 89 detainees were 
refusing to eat and 12 were receiving 
forced nutrition in the medical facility. 

Since the prison camp at the U,S, Naval 
Station in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, opened 
in January 2002, there have been 
numerous hunger strikes by detainees. No 
prisoner has 6ie<i from stan/ation, 
according to Pentagon offidafs. 

"Regulations are the same at Guantanamo 
as they are in the U.S. prison system, and 
prisoners will not be allowed to kill 
themselves by starving themselves," a 
Pentagon offidal said. 

Pentagon officials said the detainees are 
protesting their continued detention, but 
past detainee protests have occurred 
because of perceived treatment of the 
Quran by prison guards and treatment of 
the detainees by guardSn 
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The previous hunger strike at the prison, 
known as Camp Delta, was in late July, 
when 6S detainees stopped eating. 

All of the detainees started eating again on 
their own before the August 6 hunger 
strike, according to Pentagon officials. 

The Washington Post reported f/Ionday 
that lawyers for some of the detainees 
claim their clients are refusing to eat to 
protest their detention as welt as the 
beatings they aUege some detainees are 
receiving from prison guards. 

Pentagon otficials flatly deny that any of 
the detainees are beaten, including 
uncooperative ones. 
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The Defense Department says more than 600 detainees are being held at the 
detention facility. Most were captured during the U,S.-led war In Afghanistan against 
the al Qaeda terrorist network and its Jocal allies. 

More than 30 countries are represented. But dtlzens from Saudi Arabia, Afghanistan 
and Yemen account for the majority of the detainees, 129, 110 and 107, the two U,S. 
officials told CUN last month. 

Human rights activists and the Red Cross have criticized the treatment of prisoners at 
Guantanamo Bay. The controversy surrounding the facility in recent months prompted 
some lawmakers to suggest that it may need to be shut down. 

But Bush administration officials have defended Guantanamo Bay. Vice PrestdenI Dick 
Cheney said in June that the U.S. Guantanamo policy "is the correct one** and that all 
detainees are ^'treated with respect and dignity." ( FuHstQ fy) 

News of the growing detainee protest came a day alter Pentagon officials said Mullah 
Adbul Salam Zaeef, once the Taliban's ambassador to Pakistan and Its primary 
spokesman during ttie early days of the U.S. invasion of Afghanistan, was released 
after an agreement between the Afghan government and the United States, 

He was flown to Afghanistan from the Cuban base. He had been held at the prison 
camp since January 2002 after being arrested by Pakistani authorities and turned over 
to the United States. 
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